
Spring Newsletter  

SNOCAP is a collaborative   

association of practice-based  

research networks in  

Colorado that strives to  

improve communication,  

facilitates joint research  

projects, and shares research staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

For more network information, please 

contact Jackie Bernstein: 

jackie.bernstein@ucdenver.edu or   

303-724-9730.  

You can also visit us online at: 
http://fammed.uchsc.edu/Research/snocap/

default.aspx 
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Spring is here. It is a busy time for many of the people and 

communities that this newsletter reaches. Just as Spring sig-

nifies a time of renewal, the Colorado Immersion Training 

in Community Engagement article on page 3 highlights the 

continued collaboration between the University of Colorado 

and a number of Colorado communities to explore new 

ways to renew and strengthen our interactions with each 

other. The Colorado Immersion Training program is a com-

ponent of the Colorado Clinical and Translational Science 

Institute (CCTSI). We have highlighted other parts of this 

large NIH funded initiative in previous newsletters. The CCTSI is focused on 

transforming the interfaces between medical research conducted at the University 

of Colorado and the people of Colorado. Our networks have benefited from this 

program through support for our community liaisonsðChristin Sutter, Susan Gale, 

and Robert Chavezðand a pilot project at Salud Family Health Centers focused on 

geriatric patients. 

          The practice-based research networks of SNOCAP continue to be very in-

volved in linking communities with University faculty and staff. The immersion 

program for junior researchers increases their understanding of community-based 

participatory research models for and connects them with the communities they 

may wish to work with in the future. The program also helps bring community 

members to the Anschutz Medical Campus to learn firsthand about the research 

ideas and products that may be able to help Colorado communities. The first round 

of immersion training has been successfully completed and interest in future train-

ing sessions is high. This project has been heavily influenced and enriched by the 

High Plains Research Network Community Advisory Council and the High Plains 

research staff. Take a look at the article and see if you know someone who might 

be interested in this program from either the community or University. Redirecting 

and refocusing the research engine of institutions like the National Institutes of 

Health and locally, the University of Colorado Denver medical campus, requires 

persistence and patience. SNOCAP, with its many members and partners and in-

volvement in projects like the Colorado Immersion Training, is helping to create 

these new directions. 

Message from the Director 

Wilson Pace 
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Was your clinic ready for H1N1? 

SNOCAP welcomes new staff 

Many of you have already seen the annual SNOCAP Practice Survey. Many 

thanks to those of you who already returned it.  These data that we collect about 

every other year are really essential to describe our research networks to community members, other practices, 

and funders.  This year, we made it shorter and easier to complete.  If you havenôt sent in your Practice Survey, 

weôll call to remind you...and will send another if you need it.  Thanks for your help. 

SNOCAP Practice Surveys 

Jessica recently completed her MPH 

from University of Kansas Medical Cen-

ter. She has a strong interest in preven-

tive medicine and health education.  

          Outside of work, she likes to run 

with her dog and spend time with her 

husband, Joseph. They are enjoying ex-

ploring all Colorado has to offer! 

Jessica Huff joined SNOCAP in January as 

a Professional Research Assistant. Jessica 

has worked with the AAFP National Re-

search Network for the past two years in 

Kansas City and recently moved to Denver. 

She is working on both AAFP projects and 

DARTNet projects.  

          Her current projects focus on imple-

menting QI activities in family practice and 

examining novel approaches to delivering 

The 2010 Engaging Communities in Education and  

Research Conference (formerly the SNOCAP Convoca-

tion) will be held in Vail, Colorado at the Vail Marriott 

Mountain Resort and Spa September 24-26, 2010. 

(Friday to Sunday). The general theme of the conference 

is ñCommunity Engagement and Research.ò  

          The conference will include participants represent-

ing the Area Health Education Center (AHEC), multiple 

disciplines (e.g., researchers, physicians, dentists, clinic 

staff), community members, University of Colorado Den-

ver Rural Preceptors, Colorado AHEC Statewide Advi-

sory Board and Executive Directors, SNOCAP, and the 

Partnership of Academicians and Communities for 

Engaging Communities in Education and Research  
From Engagement to Linkage 

 (PACT) council members. Engaging Communities 

in Education and Research presentations and work-

shops will meet a broad array of participant needs 

and is ideal for increased educational and network-

ing opportunities.  

          On-line registration will begin July 2010. 

Lodging reservations will be made for you. Regis-

trants will receive additional confirmation and in-

formation closer to date. Lodging and most meals 

are provided for participants. We hope to see you 

there! 

(http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/whrco-vail-

marriott-mountain-resort-and-spa) 

We are interested in how primary care clinics prepare for pandemic influenza 

outbreaks. We would like to learn from your recent experience from the H1N1 

flu outbreak during the past year. Look for the H1N1 survey from SNOCAP 

soon. 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/whrco-vail-marriott-mountain-resort-and-spa
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/whrco-vail-marriott-mountain-resort-and-spa


Engaging Communities in Research:  
What CU is doing and why it matters  

There is a growing recognition nationally of the im-

portance of including communities throughout the 

continuum of research.  But how do researchers and 

funding agencies orient themselves to quality research 

that includes the community voice?   How does the 

community become aware of the research being con-

ducted?   Across the country, a spotlight is shining 

more brightly on community engagement, including 

right here in Colorado.  But what is community en-

gagement?  And why does it matter?  Years ago, Dr. 

Kerr White observed that the majority of the clinical 

research conducted in the United States takes place in 

academic tertiary hospitals on 0.1% of the population 

and it ignores patientsô cultural and geographic differ-

ences (White KL, William TF, and Greenberg BG. 

The ecology of medical care. New England Journal of 

Medicine 1961;265:885-92). As an affiliate of a SNO-

CAP practice-based research network, you are pre-

sented with opportunities to shape and conduct re-

search projects that occur where most people receive 

most of their care most of the time:  primary care set-

tings.  Community engagement matters because it in-

creases the potential for effective and relevant health 

care discoveries.  Such discoveries require knowing, 

understanding, and working for the people who can 

benefit from and inform health research.  

One method of community engagement is an 

immersion program.  This spring, the University of 

Colorado Denver launched a comprehensive immer-

sion training program in community engagement.  The 

Colorado Immersion Training in Community En-

gagement (CIT) is catching providersô and research-

ersô attention from 

around the country.  

Yuma, Colorado native 

Dr. Jack Westfall 

(Director of the High 

Plains Research Net-

work) is the CIT Direc-

tor.   

CIT consists of 

two parts: community 

engagement immersion training for academic re-

searchers (many of whom are also practicing physi-

cians) and academic immersion for community-based 

health researchers and other community members.  

 

 

Community ImmersionðOff the campus and into 

the community  

Funded by the Colorado Clinical and Translational 

Science Institute (CCTSI) and in partnership with the 

University of Pittsburgh, the Colorado Immersion 

Training (CIT) provides practical training in commu-

nity-based participatory research (CBPR) and com-

munity engagement.  The program aims to expand 

the pool of researchers early in their careers to 

CBPR, community engagement, and skills needed to 

effectively and respectfully partner with Colorado 

communities for improved translational research.  

The program includes directed reading, an online 

blog, and a 3-day community immersion experience 

in one of five Colorado communities.  The 5 commu-

nities are: urban Native American/Alaska Native, ur-

ban Latino, urban African American, rural San Luis 

Valley, and rural north eastern Colorado (High Plains 

Research Network region).    

Response to this program has been great. 18 

researchers, many of whom are also physicians, from 

a range of disciplines have been selected to partici-

pate in Year 1 of the program. Their interests are di-

verse and include multiple sclerosis, infectious dis-

ease, access to healthy food, quality of life in older 

populations in rural areas, tobacco use, cancer and 

cancer survivorship, mental health, and health care 

systems.  Their common goal is to learn the benefit of 

listening to and working with the community, 

whether that is a group of residents, patients, health 

care professionals, or others.  

During their stay in the community, partici-

pants will learn about the communityôs culture, geog-

raphy, and history.  They will also meet a variety of 

health professionals.  Local residents are also being 

hired to serve as ñcommunity guides,ò which will 

substantially enhance participantsô experience in lo-

cal communities. 

Researchers from all backgrounds want to 

learn about community engagement and to make their 

work more relevant and applicable to communities 

and health care providers.  The CIT will create op-

portunities to begin long lasting partnerships between 

researchers and communities throughout Colorado.    
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